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its own language in the .national Parliament in Prague* Any
minority had the right to pursue its own cultural life in its own
way, through cultural societies, amateur theatricals, physical
culture movements, literary or other forms of association. Though
she had not become a second Switzerland, which her delegation
at the Peace Conference had said she would follow as a model
"le regime serait semblable a celui de la Suisse," with due recog-
nition to " the special conditions of Bohemia," she had introduced
the universal franchise and proportional representation, universal
education in the native tongue, freedom of religious worship,
freedom of speech and assembly for all, the right to public office
In all these respects she had followed closely the Swiss model,
and Switzerland had had five centuries in which to achieve her
integration whereas the Czechoslovak Republic had been alive only
twenty years.

According to the figures of 1930 there were in Czechoslovakia
including the so-called " pockets" in Bohemia, Slovakia, Ruthenia,
3,231,688 Germans, They had their own University and two
colleges of technology. In no other land in the world with the
exception of Russia did or does a minority enjoy the privileges of
an educational institution of university rank.

Already the law had provided for the establishment also of a

German Academy of Science and Art,  From a previous survey

of their elementary and middle schools the reader has already

learned how amply the German population was provided with

them,  They had 3500 German libraries and more were in the

process of being built. They sponsored 177 institutions of popular

education, which were apart from the regularly established schools.

They maintained their own broadcasting station*   In 1935 they

published 63 daily newspapers, 142 political journals and numerous

aon-political magazines. Their cultural federation had flung itself

all  over  the  German-speaking  communities   with  3500  local

associations. Out of 300 deputies in Parliament 72 were Germans;

out of 150 in the Senate 37 were Germans. Until recently out of

17 members in the Cabinet 3 had been Germans, though for 8j4

years in the beginning of the Republic they had spurned such

office. Only after the annexation by Nazi Germany of Austria did

they withdraw from the Cabinet.